The Corporation of the Municipality of St. Charles
RESOLUTION PAG

Regular Meeting of Council

Agenda Number:  10.3.
Resolution Number 2024-037

Title: Resolution stemming from December 13, 2023 Regular Meeting of Council - ltem
10.1 - Correspondence #9

Date: February 21, 2024

Moved by: Councillor Lachance

Seconded by: Councillor Pothier

BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council for the Corporation of the Municipality of St.-Charles hereby supports
the Resolution passed by the Municipality of Shuniah on November 14, 2023, regarding Unnecessary
Noise - Engine Brakes;

AND BE IF FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this Resolution be sent to Premier Doug Ford;
Minister of Transportation, Prabmeet Sarkaria; our local Member of Parliament (MP); our local Member
of Provincial Parliament; and all Ontario Municipalities.
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Moved By:

Seconded By:

WHEREAS excessive noise resulting from the operation of moving vehicles falls under the jurisdiction of the
Highway Traffic Act, R.S.0. 1990, c. H.8. (“Highway Traffic Act”) which is enforced by provincially appointed
officers;

AND WHEREAS municipalities, including the Municipality of Shuniah, have received complaints from residents
regarding noises associated with the use of engine retarder brakes on heavy vehicles;

AND WHEREAS the Ministry of Transportation recommends the use of engine braking in certain circumstances,
such as the downgrade located on Spruce River Road to avoid overheating brakes, and as a form of backup
brake if brakes fail;

AND WHEREAS a higher engine noise is typically emitted for a short period of time (e.g., ten (10) to thirty (30)
seconds), depending on the vehicle’'s speed and vehicles may make a loud “chattering” or “jackhammer” exhaust
noise when this braking system is engaged;

AND WHEREAS this noise can be amplified if the vehicle has no muffler or an improper muffling system;

AND WHEREAS noise emissions from commercial vehicles form part of the Ministry of Transportation’s inspection
process;

AND WHEREAS installation of “courtesy” signs that request the drivers to limit the use of loud compression style
brakes are difficult to enforce and there is evidence of these types of signs not being beneficial;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Province of Ontario be requested to enhance enforcement for deficient muffler
systems to address concerns around excessive and unnecessary noise from engine brakes.

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED THAT a copy of this motion be forwarded to Premier Doug Ford, Minister of
Transportation Prabmeet Sarkaria, MPP Kevin Holland, MP Marcus Powlowski, MPP Lise Vaugeois, and MP Patty

Hajdu.
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Signature
Municipality of Shuniah, 420 Leslie Avenue, Thunder Bay, Ontario, P7A 1X8
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