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September 24, 2026


Re:    Request for the Expansion of Ontario's Deposit-Return Program

Hamilton City Council, at its meeting held on Wednesday, September 9, 2026, passed the following resolution that was included in the minutes of the Public Works Committee meeting from August 31, 2026:

10.2	Request for the Expansion of Ontario's Deposit-Return Program

	(Cassar/Hwang)
WHEREAS, Ontario operates a successful deposit-return system for alcohol, seeing an average of 75 percent of all empties returned to Beer Stores each year, and deposit-return provides a consumer incentive to consciously recycle; 
 
WHEREAS, Ontario has the lowest beverage container recovery rate in Canada—at roughly 50% of containers being recycled, and is one of only two provinces in Canada without a deposit-return program for non-alcoholic beverages; 
 
WHEREAS, on average these systems in other provinces achieve a recovery rate of 75% for plastic bottles and 78% for all beverage containers, with Alberta achieving 83% recovery; 

WHEREAS, Ontario relies on a residential-only blue box system to collect non-alcoholic containers;
 
WHEREAS, as much as 30% of beverage products that consumers purchase are consumed away from home and therefore disposed of in public and commercial trash bins and then sent to landfill where those valuable materials are lost; 
 
WHEREAS, according to the Canadian Beverage Association (CBA), recent polling suggests 80% of Ontarians want a deposit-return system and the Ontario government proposed expanding the deposit return program to include non-alcoholic containers in 2023; 
 
WHEREAS, not only do deposit-return systems have high return rates for consumers at home, they also retrieve beverage containers from industrial, commercial and institutional sectors who are incentivized to redeem the deposit value; 
 
WHEREAS, Ontario is uniquely positioned to accelerate the modernization of beverage container recycling since a deposit-return program for alcohol containers, managed by the Beer Store, already exists and could be leveraged for this purpose; 
 
WHEREAS, time is of the essence as Beer Stores are closing, reducing accessibility to locations already outfitted to return beverage containers, and diminishing collection capacity; 
 
WHEREAS, the Government has set 2030 recovery targets, as outlined in Ontario Regulation 391/21 under the Resource Recovery and Circular Economy Act, 2016. These targets include an 80% recovery target for non-alcoholic beverage containers; 
 
WHEREAS, without a deposit-return system, the increased costs to producers could be passed on to consumers; 
 
WHEREAS, AMO "supports broader industry efforts to increase waste diversion rates. This includes industry efforts to establish a model for an expanded and more effective Deposit Return System that includes non-alcoholic beverage containers. A workable solution to reform the existing Deposit Return System will help boost the province's beverage recovery rate and support overall diversion of recycling materials away from landfills.”;

WHEREAS, the Canadian Beverage Association is in full support of a deposit‑return system because according to the CBA the transition to Circular Materials has not resulted in an increase in materials being recycled, and a deposit-return system promotes higher recycling rates, reduces litter and environmental impact, and helps ensure valuable beverage containers are collected, recycled, and reintegrated into a circular economy; and
 
WHEREAS, Peel Region, City of Toronto, City of Ottawa, the City of Waterloo and Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative (of which Hamilton is a member) have passed recent motions supporting deposit-return for non-alcoholic beverages.
 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

(a)	That the Corporation of the City of Hamilton urges the province of Ontario to immediately implement a deposit-return program to manage non-alcoholic beverage containers; and
 
(b)	That this resolution will be distributed to: the Canadian Minister of Internal Trade and One Canadian Economy, Dominic LeBlanc, the Canadian Minister of Environment and Climate Change, Julie Dabrusin, the Premier of Ontario, Doug Ford, the Ontario Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade, Victor Fedeli; the Ontario Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, Todd McCarthy, Hamilton-area MPPs,  the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), and 444 Municipalities in Ontario. 

Sincerely,
[image: ]



Matthew Trennum
City Clerk


Cc.	Hon. Dominic LeBlanc, Minister of Internal Trade and One Canadian Economy
	Hon. Julie Dabrusin, Minister of Environment and Climate Change
	Premier Doug Ford
	Hon. Victor Fedeli, Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade
	Hon. Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
	Jeff Beattie, MPP, Hamilton East - Stoney Creek
	Robin Lennox, MPP, Hamilton Centre
	Monica Ciriello, MPP, Hamilton Mountain
	Donna Skelly, MPP, Flamborough - Glanbrook
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
	Ontario Municipalities 
Councillor Craig Cassar
Councillor Tammy Hwang
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