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May 18, 2026

Please be advised that during the regular Council meeting of May 12, 2026 the following
resolution regarding reinstating the requirements for compliance with the Freedom of
Information and Protection of Privacy Act was carried.

RESOLUTION NO. 2026-208

DATE: May 12, 2026

MOVED BY: Councillor MacNaughton
SECONDED BY: Councillor Branderhorst

WHEREAS all residents of Ontario have the right to fair, open and democratic government;
and,

WHEREAS all elected representatives, municipal and provincial alike, in Ontario have a
duty to faithfully execute the powers and trust placed in them and willingly swear an oath to
this effect and are subject to fair public scrutiny; and,

WHEREAS the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (FIPPA) and the
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act (MFIPPA) are essential
tools to protect Ontarians against privacy breaches, and abuses of power; and,

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario enacted Bill 97, the Plan to Protect Ontario Act (Budget
Measures), 2026, which received Royal Assent on April 24, 2026, and introduced significant
amendments to both FIPPA and MFIPPA to alter statutory timelines and privacy governance
frameworks;

WHEREAS the amendments introduced via Bill 97 have created a jurisdictional imbalance
by excluding records held by provincial Ministers, their offices, and staff from the application
of FIPPA, while maintaining the statutory responsibilities and administrative burdens for
municipal elected officials and staff under MFIPPA, thereby establishing higher standards
for transparency and personal record accountability for municipal governments;

WHEREAS excluding members of the highest offices and their staff from reasonable public
access requests and records retention creates security concerns, reinforces the appearance
of self-dealing and is contrary to the public interest,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Prince Edward County Council call on the Province
to reinstate requirements for compliance with FIPPA to ensure that the Premier, Ministers,
and their staff are subject to proper and fair public scrutiny like all other elected
representatives in Ontario; and
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THAT the Government of Ontario implement recommendations of the Information and
Privacy Commissioner of Ontario to increase and ensure proper security, record keeping
and democratic accountability; and

THAT this resolution be circulated to Premier Doug Ford, Minister of Finance Bethlenfalvy,

Bay of Quinte MPP Tyler Allsopp, the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), the

Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) and the 444 municipalities of Ontario.
CARRIED

Yours truly,
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Catalina Blumenberg, CLERK

cc: Mayor Steve Ferguson, Councillor MacNaughton, Councillor Branderhorst
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