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RECOMMENDATION(S):    
[bookmark: _Hlk209786013][bookmark: _Hlk73541532]BE IT RESOLVED THAT report number 2026-ADMIN-02, “Use of Electric Kick Scooters in Deep River,” be received,
THAT Council directs staff to publish the draft by-law presented in this report to the public for review and feedback, and 
THAT Council directs staff to present an updated by-law regulating the use of e-Scooters at a future meeting of Council.




BACKGROUND:
The use of Electric Kick Scooters (e-scooters) is regulated by Ontario Regulation 389/19 under the Highway Traffic Act (attachment 1). Under this regulation, the use of e-scooters is prohibited on public roadways, sidewalks, trails, paths and walkways, unless a municipal by-law permits it (similar to the use of off-road vehicles on municipal roadways). 
O-Reg 389/19 further describes various limitations of any permitted use, including:
· A general prohibition of persons under the age of 16 years from using e-scooters on public infrastructure (including parks and trails), 
· A requirement that anyone under the age of 18 must wear an appropriate helmet, 
· Limitations on where an e-scooter may be used (e.g. if bicycle lanes are available, e-scooters must use the bicycle lane),
· A limitation on the power (not exceeding 500W) and speed (less than 24km/h) capabilities of the e-scooter, and
· Limitations and requirements on the design of the e-scooter (weight, wheel size, lighting, braking systems, etc.).
This provincial regulation is a Pilot Program to assess the use and impact of e-scooters, and will expire in November 2029. 
Currently, since there is no municipal by-law permitting it, the use of e-scooters on public infrastructure in Deep River is prohibited.

ANALYSIS & RATIONALE:  
The use of e-scooters in Deep River is becoming more prevalent as a form of micro-mobility (small, low speed vehicles designed for personal use and short trips, such as bicycles, e-bikes, scooters, etc.). While e-scooters are part of the move towards more sustainable transportation, their use does carry higher risks of injuries compared to bicycles and e-bicycles (see references below). (It should be noted, however, that much of the reporting on e-scooter injury rates relates to shared-use or rental e-scooters, rather than privately owned e-scooters). 
Permitting safe e-scooter use in Deep River would allow an additional form of active transportation, further reducing vehicle trips and related emissions. 
Attachment 2 contains a proposed by-law to allow the use of e-scooters in Deep River. The main components of the proposed by-law include:
· Adoption of the by-law as a pilot program to coincide with the Provincial timelines (to expire on November 27, 2029).
· Use of e-scooters limited to municipal roads, and therefore does not include Deep River Road and Ridge Road. 
· E-scooters may not be used on sidewalks, but may be used on trails and in parks (similar to bicycles).
· E-scooters may not be used overnight. 
Note that O-reg 389/19 would allow the use of e-scooters on sidewalks, and includes some regulations regarding that use. While e-scooter use on sidewalks would significantly reduce the risk of collisions with motor vehicles (which have high injury acuity rates), staff do not recommend allowing e-scooter use on sidewalks at this time. Deep River’s current sidewalks are relatively narrow, significantly increasing the risk of collisions with pedestrians and other sidewalk users. 
Multi-use pathways are a well-established method for promoting active transportation where dedicated bicycle lanes are not feasible (for example, on narrow roads or roads with high travelling speeds). While Deep River does not currently have any designated bicycle lanes or multi-use pathways (MUP), the proposed by-law provides for e-scooter use on future designated lanes and MUPs. E-scooter use should be considered when developing the Active Transportation Plan recommended by the Recreation and Culture Master Plan, and the updated Community Improvement Plan (both currently in draft form). 
If the by-law is adopted, O-reg 389/19 requires the municipality to report on the use of e-scooters, and the police to report on accidents involving e-scooters with pedestrians and motor vehicles.
If so directed, staff will publish the draft by-law on the Town’s website, along with various options for the public to provide feedback and input. Notices will be placed in the North Renfrew Times, and on the Town’s social media platforms. 
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OTHER ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED:  
Staff considered other options in the preparation of this report:
· Maintaining the status quo – no use of e-scooters allowed on municipal roads: This option was not recommended. Traffic volumes, travelling speed, and the common use of other forms of active transportation (bicycles, e-Bikes, etc.). 
· Allowing the use of e-scooters on sidewalks, especially by persons younger than 18 years. Staff do not recommend allowing e-scooter use on sidewalks at this time. Deep River’s current sidewalks are relatively narrow, significantly increasing the risk of collisions with pedestrians and other sidewalk users.

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
There are no direct financial implications of the recommendations of this report. 
Note that the proposed by-law contains set fines under the Provincial Offenses Act for various infringements of the by-law. 

ALIGNMENT WITH STRATEGIC PLAN:
Community Wellness and Quality of Life – We will build a healthier and more inclusive community.

CONSULTATIONS:
· Deep River Police Service

ATTACHMENTS: 
Attachment 1: Ontario Regulation 389/19 – Pilot Project – Electric Kick Scooters
Attachment 2: Proposed By-law regulating the use of Electric Kick Scooters
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