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ITEM # 2026-10.d) 
RESOLUTION 

DATE: March 10, 2026 2026-81 

Moved by Councillor Bree Allen 
Seconded by Councillor Scott McCutcheon 

WHEREAS safe, reliable transportation corridors are essential to the economic prosperity, public 
safety, and supply chain resilience of Northern Ontario communities; 

AND WHEREAS Highways 11 and 17 form the primary east–west transportation corridor across 
Northern Ontario and serve as a critical link for trade, resource development, emergency services, 
and community connectivity; 

AND WHEREAS the expansion and modernization of these highways would strengthen national 
supply chains, support mining and resource development projects including those associated with the 
Ring of Fire, and improve safety for residents, commercial transport, and travelers; 

AND WHEREAS Member of Provincial Parliament John Vanthof has introduced a motion in the 
Legislative Assembly of Ontario calling upon the Government of Ontario to work with the Government 
of Canada to declare the expansion and modernization of Highways 11 and 17 a project of national 
significance; 

AND WHEREAS Member of Parliament Gaétan Malette has introduced a motion in the House of 
Commons advocating for federal recognition and support of strategic national infrastructure priorities; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Black River-Matheson 
formally express its support for the motion introduced by MPP John Vanthof requesting that the 
Government of Ontario work with the Government of Canada to declare the expansion and 
modernization of Highways 11 and 17 a project of national significance; 

AND FURTHER THAT Council express its support for the motion introduced by MP Gaétan Malette 
currently before the House of Commons; 

AND FURTHER THAT Council call upon both the Government of Ontario and the Government of 
Canada to prioritize investments that strengthen transportation infrastructure, supply chain reliability, 
and economic development opportunities across Northern Ontario; 

AND FINALLY THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to: 
 The Honourable Gaétan Malette, Member of Parliament
 John Vanthof, MPP Timiskaming–Cochrane
 All Members of Parliament
 All Members of Provincial Parliament



 The Northern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA)
 The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
 Northern Ontario municipalities for their consideration.
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