
August 28, 2026

Honourable Doug Ford

Premier's Office

Room 281 Come for a visit. Stay for a lifestyle.

Legislative Building, Queen's Park

Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

By Email: premier@ ontario.ca

Re: Elimination of the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board's Second Injury and

Enhancement Fund (SIEF)

At its meeting of August 20, 2026, Council considered the Notice of Motion from Councillor Giddings
regarding the Elimination of the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board's Second Injury and

Enhancement Fund (SIEF) and passed the following motion:

Motion No. THC-260820-21

Moved by Councillor Daniel Giddings
Seconded by Councillor Gene Brahaney

Whereas the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board (WSIB) eliminated the Second Injury and

Enhancement Fund (SIEF), effective June 16, 2026, ending a long-standing cost relief

program that assisted employers where pre-existing conditions contributed to the cost or

duration of workplace injury claims; and

Whereas municipalities are significant employers of workers performing physically demanding
duties and may experience increased WSIB costs as a result of the elimination of SIEF; and

Whereas the Second Injury and Enhancement Fund was established to provide cost relief to

employers when pre-existing conditions significantly contributed to workplace injury claims,

thereby encouraging employers to hire and retain workers with disabilities and pre-existing
medical conditions; and

Whereas the Workplace Safety and Insurance system was established to provide a fair and

balanced insurance system that protects both workers and employers; and

Whereas increased workplace insurance costs have the potential to place additional financial

pressures on municipal operating budgets and property taxpayers;
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Now Therefore Be It Resolved That the Council of the Municipality of Trent Hills respectfully

requests that the Province of Ontario and the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board review

the impacts of eliminating the Second Injury and Enhancement Fund (SIEF) consult with

employers, municipalities, labour representatives and other stakeholders, and consider

modernizing or revising the program rather than eliminating employer cost relief altogether,

including by modernizing, revising or replacing the current program with an improved cost-

relief mechanism that continues to fairly recognize the impact of pre-existing conditions.

Be It Further Resolved That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to:

The Honourable David Piccini, Minister of Labour, Immigration, Training and Skills;

Development and MPP for Northumberland-Peterborough South;

The Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario;

All Members of Provincial Parliament in Ontario;

the Workplace Safety and Insurance Board;

the Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO);
the Eastern Ontario Wardens’ Caucus (EOWC);
Ontario Chamber of Commerce;

Canadian Federation of Independent Business (CFIB);
Ontario Business Improvement Area Association (OBIAA);
Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA);
Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM);
Association of Municipal Clerks and Treasurers of Ontario (AMCTO);
Local Members of Parliament (for awareness);
Local Boards of Trade and Chambers of Commerce;

Northumberland County; and

all Ontario municipalities, requesting their consideration and support.

Carried.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Municipality.

Sincerely,

Leni
Jessica Polley
Clerk 


