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Sent by Email 
 
June 4, 2025 
 
Jackie Mellon 
Clerk 
Town of Deep River 
100 Deep River Road, P.O. Box 400  
Deep River, ON  KOJ 1P0 
jmellon@deepriver.ca  

  

 
Subject: Corr. 21-25 

Jackie Mellon, Clerk, Town of Deep River 
Re: Opposition to Strong Mayor Designation for the Town of Deep River in Response to 
the Province's Recent Proposal to Designate Deep River as a "Strong Mayor" 
Municipality, Effective May 1, 2025. 
 

 
The Council of The Corporation of the City of Pickering considered the above matter at a Meeting 
held on May 26, 2025 and adopted the following resolution: 
 

 
A copy of the original correspondence has been attached for your reference. 
 
Should you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at 
905.420.4660, extension 2019. 
 
Yours truly 
 

 
Susan Cassel 
City Clerk 
 
SC:am 
 
Encl. 
 
Copy:  Chief Administrative Officer 

That Corr. 08-25 through Corr. 26-25, regarding Opposing Strong Mayor Powers, be 
received. 

Corporate Services Department 
Legislative Services 

 

mailto:jmellon@deepriver.ca


THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF DEEP RIVER • �*
========================* *-= 

P.O. BOX400 • 100 DEEP RIVER ROAD • DEEP RIVER, ONTARIO KOJ 1P0 

Tel: (613) 584-2000 • www.deepriver.ca • Fax: (613) 584-3237 

BY EMAIL 

The Honourable Doug Ford 
Premier of Ontario 
Legislative Building, Queen's Park 
Toronto, ON M7 A 1 A 1 
Email: premier@ontario.ca 

April 30, 2025 

The Honourable Rob Flack 
Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing 
1 7th Floor, 777 Bay Street 
Toronto, ON M7 A 2J3 
Email: rob.flack@ontario.ca 

Re: Opposition to Strong Mayor Designation for the Town of Deep River in 
Response to the Province's Recent Proposal to Designate Deep River as a 
"Strong Mayor" Municipality, Effective May 1, 2025. 

At a Special Meeting of Council held on April 29, 2025, Council of the Town of Deep River 
passed the following resolution: 

RESOLUTION 2025 128 

MOVED BY: Councillor Fitton 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Hughes 

WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has proposed to designate the Town of Deep River 
as a "Strong Mayor" community, granting enhanced powers to the Mayor effective May 1, 
2025; and, 

WHEREAS the Strong Mayor powers significantly alter the balance of governance at the 
municipal level, undermining the role of Council in decision-making and weakening the 
fundamental democratic principle of majority rule; and, 

WHEREAS the Town of Deep River has a long history of collaborative, accountable local 
governance built upon a foundation of Council-debate and shared decision-
making; and, 

WHEREAS many municipally elected officials across the province and members of the 
public have expressed significant concern regarding the imposition of these powers; and, 

WHEREAS the Town of Deep River did not formally request or express a desire to be 
designated under the Strong Mayor framework; and, 

WHEREAS a growing number of municipalities and elected officials across Ontario are 
questioning the appropriateness of the Strong Mayor system and are calling for its 
reconsideration or repeal; 

Attachment - Corr. 21-25








