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The Honourable Doug Ford
Premier of Ontario

Legislative Building, Queen’s Park
Toronto, ON M7A 1A1

RE: Modernizing Ontarlo’s Invasive Plants Rules to Protect Taxpayers, Municipal
Lands, Agriculture, Natural Heritage and Local Gardens

Please be advised that at the Regular Council Meeting on August 5%, 2026, Council for
the Corporation of the Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan passed the following
resolution, supporting the resolution from the Town of Halton Hills.

Resolution No: 2026-08-05-06
Moved by: Councillor Banks
Seconded by: Councillor Keller

“Be It resolved that the Council for the Corporation of the Township of Brudenell,
Lyndoch and Raglan support the Town of Halton Hills resolution regarding Modemizing
Ontario’s Invasive Plants Rules to Protect Taxpayers, Municipal Lands, Agriculture,
Natural Heritage and Local Gardens.

And further that this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of Ontario, the Ontario
Minister of Natural Resources, the Ontario Minister of Agriculture, Food and
Agribusiness, the Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, the Ontario Minister
of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, the federal Minister of Environment and
Climate Change, the federal Minister of Agriculture and Agri-Food, Renfrew Nipissing
Pembroke MPP and MP, the County of Renfrew, AMO, ROMA, FCM, the Ontario
Invasive Plant Council, Landscape Ontario, the Canadian Nursery Landscape
Association, and all municipalities in Ontario.”

Siggerely. 5‘

Tammy Thompson

Deputy Clerk

Township of Brudenell, Lyndoch and Raglan

Carried.
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June 5, 2026

Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario
Via Emall

Please be advised that Council of the Town of Haiton Hills at its meeting of Monday June 1,
2026, adopted Resolution No. 2026-0107 regarding Modernizing Ontario's Invasive Plants
Rules to Protect Taxpayers, Municipal Lands, Agriculturs, Natural Heritage and Local Gardens.

Attached for your information Is a copy of Resolution No. 2026-0107.
Respectfully,

'ﬂ/( _:,;If'- L

Melissa Lawr, AMP, Dipl.M.A.
Deputy Clerk — Legislation

cc.  Ontario Minister of Natural Resources
Ontario Minister of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness
Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Ontario Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks
Federal Minister of Environment and Ciimate Change
Fedsral Minister of Agricuiture and Agri-Food
Halton area MPs and MPPs
Region of Halton
HRFA
OFA
Conservation Halton
Credit Valley Conservation
Grand River Conservation Authority
AMO
ROMA
FCM
Ontario Invasive Plant Council
l.andscape Ontario
Canadian Nursery Landscape Association
All Ontario municipalities
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Resolution No.: 202 6-O\0"}

Title: Modernizing Ontarlo’s Invasive Plants Rules to Protect
Taxpayers, Municipal Lands, Agriculture, Natural Heritage
and Local Gardens

Date: June 1, 2026
Moved by: Counclilor J. Brass
Seconded by: Councillor C. Garneau

Item No. 12.3

WHEREAS invasive plants, shrubs, vines, groundcovers, ornamental species,
seeds and nursery stock can cause significant damage to municipal
infrastructure, roadsides, stormwater systems, parks, tralls, natural heritage
areas, agricultural lands, woodlots, shorelines, private property and local
biodiversity;

AND WHEREAS Ontario municipalities and conservation authorities are
estimated to spend approximately $50.8 million annually managing invasive
species, and the average annual cost per Ontario municlpality has been
esfimated at $218,148, with approximately 80% of expenditures directed toward
control and management rather than prevention; (Invasive Species Centre)

AND WHEREAS these costs are ultimately bome by local taxpayers,
conservation authorities, property owners, farmers, volunteers and community
groups who are often left to manage invasive species after they have already
been Introduced, sold, planted, escaped cultivation and spread;

AND WHEREAS the Province of Ontario, through the Invasive Species Act,
2015, which allows species to be listed as prohibited or restricted, and which can
make it lllegal fo Import, possess, transport, propagate, buy, sell, lease or trade
listed invasive species; (Invasive Species Centre)

AND WHEREAS the concern s not with plants that are already clearly prohibited
or restricted, but with invasive species and seeds and nursery stock that may




continue to be sold or distributed before modernized provincial rules, public
guidance and retall practices have fully caught up with current science and local
experience,

AND WHEREAS garden centres, nurseries, landscape suppliers, seed
distributors, online retailers, landscapers and residents all have an important role
to play in preventing the spread of invasive plants before they hecome a costly
municipal and environmental problem;

AND WHEREAS the Ontario Invasive Plant Council's Grow Me Instead program
promotes native and non-invasive alternatives for healthy, diverse and wildlife-
friendly gardens, and Its updated Southem Ontario guide includes additional
invasive plants and alternatives to help residents, gardeners and landscapers

make better choices; (Ontario Invasive Plant Council)

AND WHEREAS recent local reporting in Halton Hills has highlighted the
importance of choosing native alternafives to invasive garden plants, including
through Grow Native Halton and the Ontarlo Invasive Plant Council’'s Grow Me
Instead resources;

AND WHEREAS the continued sale and distribution of invasive omamental
plants undermine the work of munlclpalities, conservation authorities,
environmental organizations, horticultural societies, local volunteers and
residents who are investing time and taxpayer dollars fo remove and manage
these same species;

AND WHEREAS prevention at the point of sale is more cost-effective, more
practical and more respectful of taxpayers than asking municipalities and
proparty owners to pay for removal after invasive species have spread across
property lines and municipal boundarles;

AND WHEREAS invaslve plants do not recognize municipal boundaries, and
effective prevention requires coordinated action by the Province of Ontario, the
Government of Canada, municipalities, conservation authorities, Indigenous
communities, agricultural organizations, the nursery and landscape sector,
retailers, landowners and residents;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council for the Town of Halton
Hilis respectfully request that the Province of Ontarlo, in consultation with
municipalities, AMC, ROMA, conservation authorities, the Ontario Invasive Plant
Council, Indigenous communities, agricultural organizations, environmental
organizations, horticultural societies, the nursery and landscape sector, garden
centres and other relevant stakeholders, undertake a review and madernization
of Ontario’s invasive plant regulatory framework;

AND FURTHER THAT this review include consideration of expanding and
regularly updating the list of prohibited and restricted invasive plant epecles,
including invasive plants, shrubs, vines, groundcovers, ornamental species,




seeds and nursery stock that pose a risk to Ontario’s natural heritage,
agriculture, municipal infrastructure, parks, trails, roadsides, stormwater systems
and private property;

AND FURTHER THAT the Province of Ontarlo be requested to prohibit the sale,
distribution, propagation and trade of listed invasive plant species through garden
centres, nurseries, landscaping suppliers, online retallers, seed distributors and
other commercial pathways;

AND FURTHER THAT the Province of Ontario be raquested io develop clear
labelling, publlc education and refailer guidance requirements so that residents,
gardeners, landscapers and retallers can easlly identify invasive species and
choose native or non-invasive alternatives;

AND FURTHER THAT the Provincé of Ontario be requested to work with the
hursery, garden centre and landscape sectors on a practical transition plan that
supports complience, protects small businesses, promotes native and non-
invaslve alternatives, and prevents invasive plants from continulng to enter
communities through ordinary consumer purchases;

AND FURTHER THAT the Government of Canada be requested to review and
strengthen, where appropriate, federal import, border, labselling and online sales
rules related to invasive plants, seeds and nursery stock entering Canada, so
that provincial prevention efforts are not undermined by interprovincial or
international trade;

AND FURTHER THAT the Province of Ontaric and Government of Canada be
requested to support municipalities, conservation authorities and community
partners with stronger prevention tools, updated science-based lists, public
education materiale and funding programs that prioritize prevention over costly
long-term control and removal;

AND FURTHER THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Premier of
Ontario, the Ontario Minister of Natural Resources, the Ontario Minister of
Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness, the Ontario Minister of Municipal Affairs and
Housling, the Ontario Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks, the
federal Minister of Environment and Climate Change, the federal Minister of
Agriculture and Agri-Food, Halton-area MPs and MPPs, the Region of Haifon,
HRFA, OFA, Conservation Halton, Credit Valley Conservation, Grand River
Conservation Authority, AMO, ROMA, FCM, the Ontario Invasive Plant Council,
Landscape Ontarlo, the Canadian Nursery Landscape Assoclation, and all
Ontario municipalities for their consideration and support.
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