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Nation Building lmprovements to Highways 11 I 17 (2+1 &amp; Four-
Lane Options)

January 21,2026

Moved by:

Seconded by:

Councillor Laframboise

Councillor Loftus

\MIEREAS Canada's east-west trade and national mobility rely on the Trans-Canada Highway system,

including Highways 17 and 11 across Northern and Eastern Ontario, which carry significant freight
volumes but remain predominantly two'lane conidors;

AND VVFIEREAS four-laning the entirety of Highway 17 is the ultimate goal of the communities along

the conidor;
AND WHEREAS the proven "2+l" highway design - alternating passing lanes with a continuous
median banier - delivers safety outcomes comparable to full twinning at substantially lower cost, land,

and environmential impac't, and can be scaled or cnnverted to four lanes (2+2) as volumes grow;

AND WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has announced a 2+1 pilot between North Bay and

Temagami and a further extension toward Cochrane, oeating a near-term implementation pathway;

AND \1I1pIEREAS modemizing Highways 17 and 11 will improve safety, reduce closures, strengthen
supply-chain reliability for mining, forestry, agriculture, tourism and manufacturing, and enhance
national resilience and emergency response capacity;

AND \/I/}IEREAS a phased 2+1 build - prioritizing Highway 11 (North Bay -+ Gochrane, then Cochrane
--+ Nipigon) and key sections of Highway 17 (westem border of County of Renfrew-+ Sudbury; Sault
Ste. Mirie--+ Sudbury; Thunder Bay--+ Kenora) - aligns with nation-building criteria, supports
economic reconciliation with lndigenous partners, and enables integrated EV charging and low-carbon

construction practi ces ;

AND yVI-IEREAS analysis summarized by the Federation of Northem Ontario Municipalities, (FONOM)

demonstrates high treigfrt demand on these routes and strong safety / economic rationale tor a 2+1

program;
BE lT THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT the Gouncil for the Corporation of the Municipality of St.-
Charles formally endorses the adoption and phased implementation of a 2+1 highway program on

Highways 17 and 11 as a nation-building proiec{;

AND BE tF FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Government of Ganada be urged to designate this
initiative as a project of national interest under the Building Canada Act and to partner with Ontario to
co-fund and accelerate planning, design, procurement, and construction;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Government of Ontario be urged to expand the
announced pilot to a corridor-wide program, sequencing works according to readiness, safety benefit
and economic importance;



AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Govemment of Ontario prioritize these projects into the
Ministry of Transportiation's Major Projects Division;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT both govemments ensure early, ongoing, and capacity-
supported engagement with affected lndigenous Nations, with opportunities for lndigenous training,
contrac'ting, and equity participation ;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the program incorporate corridor-wide safety features
(banier-separated 2+1 cross-sections, controlled passing frequency, wildlife considerations), resilience
measures (closure mitigation, climate adaptation), and clean-growth elements (EV charging readiness,
recycled ag g regates, lower-carbon materials) ;

AND BE lT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this Resolution be sent to the Prime Minister of Canada, the
Premier of Ontario, the Minister of Transport (Canada), the Minister of lnfrastructure (Canada), the
Ontario Minister of Transportation, our local MP and MPP, Federation of Northern Ontario
Municipalities (FONOM), Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA), Association of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO), Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM), Rural Ontario Municipal
Association (ROMA), Eastern Ontario Wardens' Gaucus (EOWC) for support, and the County of
Renfrew for information.
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