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19. Notice of Motion — Deputy Mayor Hull — Affirming Outdoor Education as an
Essential Part of Public Education in Ontario

Deputy Mayor Hull explained the importance of outdoor education and how this motion
is in response to the closure of the Toronto District School Board outdoor education
centre. He explained that he is asking for the Parks, Recreation and Culture
Department to be mindful of outdoor nature-related opportunities for citizens; he is not
asking for a formal report.

Discussion included staff evaluation and making a change to the motion to recognize
the work staff currently undertake regarding outdoor opportunities.

R-151-2026
It was Moved by C. Hull, Seconded by J. Kirkland and Carried

Whereas outdoor and experiential education provides students with critical
opportunities to improve mental health, physical well-being, environmental literacy,
teamwork, leadership, resilience, and academic engagement;

And whereas access to nature and outdoor learning opportunities should not depend
on a family’s income, geography, or ability to afford private camps, cottages, or outdoor
recreation;

And whereas many students, especially those living in urban communities, rely on
publicly funded school programs as their primary opportunity to experience forests,
trails, waterways, dark skies, overnight camping, and land-based learning;

And whereas closures of Outdoor Education Centres risk creating long-term negative
consequences for student wellness, environmental stewardship, and equitable access
to experiential learning opportunities;

And whereas knowledgeable and experienced outdoor education staff are essential to
delivering safe, inclusive, and curriculum-based learning experiences;

And whereas municipalities that benefit from tourism connected to parks, trails, and
natural spaces depend on environmentally responsible stewardship by visitors.



Therefore be it resolved that the Town of South Bruce Peninsula requests the
Province of Ontario to:

1. Recognize outdoor education as an essential educational service and commit to
equitable access for all Ontario students, and

2. Halt the closure of outdoor education centres and restore stable funding for
programming across Ontario;

And that the Town’s Parks, Recreation and Culture Department continues to evaluate
how it can increase nature-related educational opportunities for citizens of all ages and
abilities;

And further that this motion be forwarded to the Bluewater District School Board
Trustees, MPP Paul Vickers, the Ontario Minister of Education MPP Paul Calandra,
AMO, ROMA, The Council of Outdoor Educators of Ontario, and all other municipalities
across Ontario.



