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October 2, 2026
Via Email

Transport Canada
Hon. Steven MacKinnon, Minister of Transport
Adam Chambers, MP Simcoe North

Re: Request for Transport Canada Review and Amendment of Water Aerodrome
Public Consultation Requirements

At its meeting held on September 28, 2026, the Council of the Township of Ramara
adopted the following resolution:

Resolution Number CR.234.2026
Moved by Dana Tuju
Seconded by Sherri Bell

WHEREAS the Aeronautics Act defines an aerodrome as any area of land water
(including frozen surfaces thereof), or other supporting surface used, designed,
prepared, equipped, or set apart for use either in whole or in part for the arrival,
departure, movement, or servicing of aircraft and includes any buildings,
installations, and equipment situated thereon or associated therewith;

AND WHEREAS Transport Canada's public consultation framework for the
establishment and operation of aerodromes, as reflected in Canadian Aviation
Regulation 307, recognizes the importance of public interest considerations,
including compatibility with surrounding land uses, community impacts, and
aviation safety;

AND WHEREAS the current regulatory framework expressly excludes water
aerodromes from certain public consultation requirements that apply to land
aerodromes;

AND WHEREAS the impacts associated with aerodrome operations, including
aviation safety, noise, environmental considerations, compatibility with existing
land and water uses, and community well-being, are equally relevant to water
aerodromes and may, in some circumstances, be more significant due to the
shared use of waterways by residents, recreational users, commercial operators,
and emergency services;

AND WHEREAS municipalities possess critical local knowledge regarding land
use planning, navigation patterns, environmental constraints, recreation, tourism,
community safety, and potential conflicts with existing transportation
infrastructure that may not otherwise be available during federal decision-making
processes;
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AND WHEREAS a regulatory framework that requires public consultation for land
aerodromes but not water aerodromes creates an inconsistency that may limit
opportunities for affected municipalities, Indigenous communities, interest-
holders, and residents to provide meaningful input regarding proposed aviation
operations within their communities;

AND WHEREAS municipalities should have a formal opportunity to identify
potential safety concerns, including conflicts between proposed water aerodrome
operations and established aircraft flight paths, existing airport traffic circuits,
heavily used waterways, and other local operational considerations;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of The Corporation of
the Township of Ramara respectfully requests that Transport Canada undertake
a review of the consultation requirements contained within Canadian Aviation
Regulation 307 and related policies and guidance documents respecting the
exclusion of water aerodromes from public consultation requirements;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Transport Canada be requested to amend
the applicable regulations and policies to require an appropriate public
consultation process for the establishment or significant expansion of water
aerodromes, particularly where commercial operations are proposed or where
there may be impacts on surrounding communities, public safety, navigation, or
existing aviation infrastructure;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT Transport Canada be requested to ensure
that municipalities, Indigenous communities, airport authorities, conservation
authorities where appropriate, and affected interest-holders receive meaningful
notice and opportunity to comment on proposed water aerodrome developments
before operational approvals or registrations are finalized;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Township of Ramara
requests that the federal government recognize the importance of municipal input
in assessing the suitability of water aerodrome locations and the potential
cumulative impacts of aviation activity on local communities and waterways;

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded
to:

Transport Canada;

The Honourable Minister of Transport;

The local Member of Parliament;

The Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM);

The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO);

The Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA);

All Ontario municipalities; and

The Chippewas of Rama First Nation.
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CARRIED.

The Township of Ramara respectfully requests your consideration and support of the
enclosed resolution, which calls upon Transport Canada to review the current regulatory
framework governing water aerodromes and establish appropriate public consultation
requirements to ensure meaningful municipal, Indigenous, stakeholder, and public input.

Respectfully submitted,

Nate Harrington
Assistant Clerk

Cc. Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM)
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
Rural Ontario Municipalities Association (ROMA)
The Chippewas of Rama First Nation

Bcc. All Ontario Municipalities
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