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October 2, 2026 
 
Via Email 
 
Hon. Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks 
Jill Dunlop, MPP Simcoe North 
 
Re: Support for Enhanced Municipal and Watershed Representation in the 
Proposed Regional Conservation Authority Governance Framework 
 
At its meeting held on September 28, 2026, the Council of the Township of Ramara 
adopted the following resolution: 
 

Resolution Number CR.238.2026 
Moved by Dana Tuju 
Seconded by Joe Gough 
 
WHEREAS the Province of Ontario has proposed the consolidation of Ontario's 
existing conservation authorities into nine Regional Conservation Authorities 
(RCA), with a proposed transition date of February 1, 2027, or such later date as 
may be prescribed;  
 
AND WHEREAS Environmental Registry of Ontario Posting No. 026-0740 
proposed regulations respecting the method for determining the number of 
members appointed by participating municipalities to RCAs and additional 
eligibility criteria for appointments to the Board of Directors of the Ontario 
Provincial Conservation Agency (OPCA);  
 
AND WHEREAS under the proposed governance framework, upper-tier and 
single-tier municipalities will be responsible for appointing members to RCAs, 
resulting in lower-tier municipalities no longer having the ability to directly appoint 
representatives to the governing board;  
 
AND WHEREAS lower-tier municipalities continue to have a direct and significant 
interest in the programs, services, land use planning matters, natural hazard 
management, environmental protection and other responsibilities undertaken by 
conservation authorities within their communities;  
 
AND WHEREAS meaningful local and watershed-based representation will be 
essential to ensuring that local municipal priorities, knowledge and watershed-
specific considerations continue to inform decision-making within the new RCA 
structure; 
 
AND WHEREAS the geographic size of the proposed RCAs further emphasizes 
the importance of ensuring that appointed Board members have a meaningful 
connection to the watershed they are responsible for governing;  
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AND WHEREAS there remains a need for additional information and guidance 
respecting several significant aspects of the proposed transition and future 
operation of the RCAs, including the governance framework, member recruitment 
and eligibility, travel and time commitments, budgeting, financial responsibility 
and the future apportionment and payment of conservation authority levies;  
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of 
the Township of Ramara supports continued consultation with municipalities and 
existing local Conservations Authorities on the development and implementation 
of the new RCA governance framework;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province of Ontario be requested to 
ensure that any individual appointed to a RCA Board of Directors reside within 
the applicable watershed of the RCA to which they are appointed, in order to 
ensure that Board members have a direct and meaningful connection to the 
communities, municipalities and watershed they are responsible for governing;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the future regulations establishing the 
composition, role, and operation of Watershed Advisory Committees provide 
meaningful opportunities for lower-tier municipal representation and participation, 
recognizing that lower-tier municipalities will no longer directly appoint members 
to RCA Boards; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province be requested to reconsider the 
proposed eligibility restrictions for the OPCA Board in order to establish a 
meaningful connection between the RCAs and the Ontario Provincial 
Conservation Agency, including consideration of providing for at least one 
representative from each RCA on the OPCA Board, or another formal 
mechanism to ensure direct communication and coordination between the two 
levels of governance;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province be requested to provide clear 
guidance to upper-tier and lower-tier municipalities respecting the recruitment 
and appointment of RCA Board members, including eligibility criteria, desired 
qualifications and expertise, expected roles and responsibilities, anticipated 
meeting frequency, travel requirements, and the time commitment associated 
with serving on the larger regional authorities;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province be requested to provide 
municipalities with additional information regarding the financial and operational 
implications of the consolidation, including how RCA budgets will be developed 
and approved, how municipal levies and apportionment will be determined and 
collected, whether upper-tier and single-tier municipalities will assume 
responsibility for levy payments on behalf of lower-tier municipalities, and how 
costs and financial obligations will be allocated throughout the transition and 
ongoing operation of the new RCAs;  
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT the Province be encouraged to provide this 
information as soon as possible to allow municipalities sufficient time to 
understand the governance, operational and financial implications of the new 
model and to prepare for implementation;  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT this resolution be forwarded to the 
Honourable Todd McCarthy, Minister of the Environment, Conservation and 
Parks; the Association of Municipalities of Ontario; the Rural Ontario Municipal 
Association; Conservation Ontario; Simcoe North MPP Jill Dunlop; the County of 
Simcoe; all Ontario municipalities; the Lake Simcoe Regional Conservation 
Authority (LSRCA); and the Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency (OPCA). 

 
CARRIED. 

 
The Township of Ramara respectfully requests your consideration of the enclosed 
resolution and encourages support for the continued involvement of municipalities and 
conservation authorities in the development and implementation of the proposed 
Regional Conservation Authority governance framework. The Township further believes 
that meaningful watershed-based representation, opportunities for lower-tier municipal 
participation, and greater clarity regarding governance and financial implications will be 
essential to the successful transition to the new model. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this matter. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nate Harrington 
Assistant Clerk 
 
Cc. Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) 

Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) 
Conservation Ontario 
County of Simcoe 

 Lake Simcoe Regional Conservation Authority (LSRCA)  
Ontario Provincial Conservation Agency (OPCA) 
 

Bcc.  All Ontario municipalities 
 


