
Good afternoon, 
 
My name is Paul Sullivan and I am partner with Ryan.  My role in the firm is to advocate 
on behalf of taxpayers to ensure fairness and equity through good tax policy.  The 
frozen assessment roll in Ontario is hurting all types of businesses throughout our 
communities.   
 
Please see attached background article as well as a proposed motion for Mayor and 
Council.  
 
We hope you will pass a motion to this effect and contribute to making Ontario fair and 
competitive for all businesses. This is an urgent matter as Government must direct 
MPAC to create a 2027 Assessment Role in the near future. It would be anticipated that 
taxpayers would receive their new assessment in November. 
 
Yours truly,  
 
Paul Sullivan 
Principal, Practice Leader Advocacy and Tax Policy Canada 
Ryan ULC 
2500 – 320 Granville Street 
Vancouver, BC V6C 1S9 
  
604.331.7300 Direct / 604.341.3270 Mobile 
//Ryan.com/Canada 
 

https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2f%2f%2fRyan.com%2fCanada&c=E,1,c3PH7QEcbbmNYrsAa2Yte3W6o7DshnD8t4rnozvSs_BoSbQK3LfEOv9XmfyuCqZt-R836sEA41EsS12noyc3R-ELEkr5EStRXai7eNsDu0S22g68LMxjuaIt44s,&typo=1&ancr_add=1


Retail and Office Tenants Overpay  
While Others Get a Pass 

Ontario’s outdated assessed values are putting jobs and local 
businesses at risk. Retail and office tenants are taxed based on 
inflated values, while other businesses get a pass—leaving everyday 
residents to make up the difference through higher prices.

It’s time to reassess and restore fairness.
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Ontario’s Tax Freeze:  
Costing Jobs, Raising Prices

Who’s Bearing the Hidden Consumer Tariff in Ontario?

Property Taxes Out of Sync with Reality  

Ontario’s property tax system is out of sync with market 
reality. Retail and office properties have declined in value, 
yet remain overtaxed, while other businesses—whose 
values have tripled—are undertaxed.

Without reassessment, struggling retail and office sectors 
face rising costs, lower occupancy, and mounting pressure. 

The Only Province Without 
Reassessment Since the Pandemic  

Ontario is the only province that hasn’t 
reassessed property values since the pandemic. 
As of January 1st 2025, Ontario taxes were 
based on values that are 108 months in the past, 
while in the rest of Canada assessed values are 
6-24 months in the past. 

Regular reassessments give businesses the 
stability to plan and invest. Without it, struggling 
sectors like retail and office face uncertainty and 
discouraging costs. 

It’s Time to Reassess and Restore Fairness
Reassess Ontario’s Properties:  
Support Local Jobs and Economic Balance

Learn more at ryan.com

Unfair property tax policies are placing a hidden tariff 
on consumers, driving up the cost of goods and putting 
immense pressure on small businesses. Local retailers, 
the backbone of our communities, are overtaxed, 
threatening jobs and economic stability across Ontario.

How out of date are Ontario assessments?

Local Businesses, Unfairly Taxed  

Unfair taxation is placing a hidden burden on local 
communities across Ontario. Independent businesses 
are overtaxed, driving up prices for consumers and 
putting jobs and livelihoods at risk. Residents are paying 
the price while trying to support their local retailers.

Residents want to support local businesses but are 
facing higher prices due to an outdated tax system that 
favors large properties. This province-wide issue is 
putting undue pressure on communities and demands 
immediate action. 
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We kindly request that that Council call on the Government of Ontario to promptly move to 
update property assessments in the Province. 
 
The following resolution has been drafted for Council’s consideration at its next meeting: 
 
• WHEREAS a well-functioning and up-to-date assessment system supports strong 

communities and makes the province an attractive place to invest; and   
 

• WHEREAS property assessments in Ontario have not been updated in over a decade, 
making them the most outdated in Canada, while provinces such as Alberta and British 
Columbia update assessments annually to reflect current market conditions; and 

 
• WHEREAS the prolonged pause in the reassessment cycle has created significant 

distortions in assessed values, resulting in inequities among property classes; and 
 
• WHEREAS outdated assessments negatively impact investment decisions, economic 

competitiveness, municipal planning, and disproportionately affect independent small 
businesses; and 

 
• WHEREAS reassessments are designed to be revenue neutral for the municipality, 

ensure fairness in taxation, maintain public confidence in the property tax system, and 
support long-term municipal financial planning; and 

 
• WHEREAS a coalition of municipalities, chambers of commerce, tourism 

organizations, small businesses, and major property owners have called upon the 
Government of Ontario to update property assessments; 

 
• NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of [Name of Municipality] hereby 

calls upon the Premier of Ontario and the Minister of Finance to direct the Municipal 
Property Assessment Corporation to promptly resume the regular property assessment 
cycle; and 

 
• BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 

Honourable Doug Ford, Premier of Ontario; the Honourable Peter Bethlenfalvy, Minister 
of Finance; the Honourable Rob Flack, Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; the 
Association of Municipalities of Ontario; and the Municipal Property Assessment 
Corporation for their consideration and timely action. 

 


