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December 17, 2025

The Right Honourable Mark Carney
Office of the Prime Minister

80 Wellington Street

Ottawa, ON K1A 0A2

Dear Prime Minister:
Re: Support Resolution

Please be advised our Council adopted the following resolution at their meeting of
December 8, 2025:

SUPPORT REQUEST FOR NATION-BUILDING IMPROVEMENTS TO HIGHWAY
11/17 (2+1 & FOUR LANE OPTIONS)

RESOLUTION # 2025-14-241

MOVED BY: Karen Richter

SECONDED BY: Wayne Austin

WHEREAS Canada's east-west trade and national mobility rely on the Trans-Canada
Highway system, including Highways 17 and 11 across Northern and Eastern Ontario, which
carry significant freight volumes but remain predominantly two-lane corridors; and

WHEREAS four-laning the entirety of Highway 17 is the ultimate goal of the communities
along the corridor; and

WHEREAS the proven "2+1" highway design - alternating passing lanes with a continuous
median barrier - delivers safety outcomes comparable to full twinning at substantially lower
cost, land, and environmental impact, and can be scaled or converted to four lanes (2+2} as
volumes grow; and

WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has announced a 2+1 pilot between North Bay and
Temagami and a further extension toward Cochrane, creating a near-term implementation
pathway; and

WHEREAS modernizing Highways 17 and 11 will improve safety, reduce closures,
strengthen supply-chain reliability for mining, forestry, agriculture, tourism and
manufacturing, and enhance national resilience and emergency response capacity; and

WHEREAS a phased 2+1 build - prioritizing Highway 11 (North Bay -+ Cochrane, then
Cochrane--+ Nipigon} and key sections of Highway 17 (western border of County of
Renfrew-+ Sudbury; Sault Ste. Marie --+ Sudbury; Thunder Bay--+ Kenora} - aligns with
nation-building criteria, supports economic reconciliation with Indigenous partners, and
enables integrated EV charging and low-carbon construction practices;



WHEREAS analysis summarized by the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities,
(FONOM} demonstrates high freight demand on these routes and strong
safety/economic rationale for a 2+1 program;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Council of the Corporation of the Township of
Nairn and Hyman formally endorses the adoption and phased implementation of a 2+1
highway program on Highways 17 and 11 as a nation-building project; and

THAT the Government of Canada be urged to designate this initiative as a project of
national interest under the Building Canada Act and to partner with Ontario to co-fund and
accelerate planning, design, procurement, and construction; and

THAT the Government of Ontario be urged to expand the announced pilot to a corridor-
wide program, sequencing works as follows (subject to readiness and safety benefit}:

THAT the Government of Ontario prioritize these projects into the Ministry of
Transportation's Major Projects Division; and

THAT both governments ensure early, ongoing, and capacity-supported engagement with
affected Indigenous Nations, with opportunities for Indigenous training, contracting, and
equity participation; and

THAT the program incorporates corridor-wide safety features (barrier-separated 2+1 cross-
sections, controlled passing frequency, wildlife considerations}, resilience measures (closure
mitigation, climate adaptation}, and clean-growth elements (EV charging readiness, recycled
aggregates, lower-carbon materials; and

THAT this resolution be sent to the Prime Minister of Canada, the Premier of Ontario, the
Minister of Transport (Canada}, the Minister of Infrastructure (Canada}, the Ontario Minister
of Transportation, local MPs and MPPs, Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities
(FONOM}, Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMAY}, Association of
Municipalities of Ontario (AMO}, Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM}, Rural Ontario
Municipal Association (ROMA}, Eastern Ontario Wardens' Caucus (EOWC]} for support.

Singerely Yours,

Belinda Ketchabaw
CAO Clerk - Treasurer

CARRIED

BK/mb

ce: Federal Minister of Infrastructure
Federal Minister of Transport
Premier of Ontario
Ontario Minister of Transportation
FONOM
NOMA
AMO
FCM
ROMA
EOWC
Local Member of Parliament
Local Member of Provincial Parliament
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For Immediate Release

Northern Ontario Hill Days: NOMA and FONOM Bring a Unified Northern
Voice to Ottawa

Thunder Bay, ON / North Bay, ON — December 3, 2025 — The Northwestern Ontario
Municipal Association (NOMA) and the Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities
(FONOM) have concluded two highly productive days of meetings on Parliament Hill as
part of Northern Ontario Hill Days, a coordinated advocacy mission that brought
municipal leaders directly to federal decision-makers to advance the priorities of Northern
communities.

Over the two-day mission, representatives from NOMA and FONOM met with MPs from all
parties, Cabinet Ministers, Opposition Leaders, and senior federal officials,
underscoring a shared message: supporting the North is essential to strengthening
Canada’s economy, infrastructure, and communities.

High-Impact Meetings Across Parliament Hill
Throughout the mission, the delegation engaged in focused discussions with:
o Staff from the Leader of the Official Opposition
o MP Marcus Powlowski (Thunder Bay-Rainy River)
e MP Pauline Rochfort (Nipissing-Timiskaming)
e Finance Minister Frangois-Philippe Champagne
e Minister Patty Hajdu
e Minister Mélanie Joly
o Parliamentary Secretary for Infrastructure and Housing Jennifer McKelvie
e Parliamentary Secretary for Immigration Peter Fragiskatos
e Housing Critic Scott Aitchison (CPC)
e MP Eric Melillo (Kenora / Kiiwetinoong - CPC)
o Senior staff in the Prime Minister’s Office

These discussions centred on the urgent needs of Northern communities and the unique
role the region plays in national economic growth, resource development, supply chain
reliability, and community safety.

Advancing Key Priorities for Northern Communities
NOMA and FONOM presented a coordinated set of priorities, including:

= Strengthening the Trans-Canada Highway System
Northern Ontario is home to the most vulnerable stretch of the Trans-Canada Highway.
The delegation called for federal investment in 2+1 highway models, redundancy around
critical pinch points, and long-term resilience planning to ensure the continuity of
Canada’s national supply chain.
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= Addressing Labour Shortages Through Tailored Immigration Pathways
Municipal leaders emphasized that severe labour shortages are slowing growth across
essential services, small businesses, and major industrial projects. The delegation
pressed for rural- and Northern-specific immigration solutions to attract and retain
workers and to support regional post-secondary institutions facing enrolment pressures.

= Community Safety and Meaningful Bail Reform
Delegates urged the federal government to take decisive action on chronic reoffending,
improve accountability within the bail system, and support measures that restore safety
and confidence in Northern communities.

* Unlocking Economic Growth and Critical Minerals Development
NOMA and FONOM highlighted the global significance of Northern Ontario’s critical
mineral potential and called for accelerated permitting, strategic infrastructure
investments, and continued support for Indigenous-led partnerships.

Quotes:

“Northern Ontario’s highways are Canada’s highways. The Trans-Canada corridor through
our region is the most vulnerable stretch in the entire country, and without real federal
investment in redundancy, expansion, and safety upgrades, the national supply chain
remains at constant risk. At the same time, our communities are facing historic labour
shortages across every sector. We made it clear in Ottawa that Northern Ontario is ready
to grow, but we need the workers—and the safe, reliable transportation infrastructure—to
support that growth.”

— Rick Dumas, President, Northwestern Ontario Municipal Association (NOMA)

“Municipalities across Northern Ontario are confronting a community safety crisis driven
by chronic and repeat offenders, and we pressed the federal government for meaningful
bail reform that protects victims, reinforces accountability, and ensures our communities
can feel safe again. At the same time, labour shortages are holding back everything from
small businesses to major resource projects. Northern Ontario needs a federal partner
committed to real solutions on both fronts if we are going to thrive.”

— Dave Plourde, President, Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities (FONOM)

A Strong and Collaborative Presence

Northern Ontario Hill Days showcased unprecedented collaboration between the two
regional associations, presenting a united and solutions-focused voice to federal leaders.
Together, NOMA and FONOM affirmed that a strong, growing Northern Ontario is
foundational to building a strong and competitive Canada.
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Looking Ahead

NOMA and FONOM expressed their commitment to continuing this momentum through
annual federal engagement, ensuring that the issues facing Northern communities
remain front and centre in national discussions.

Both organizations also extended an invitation to federal leaders, stating that they look
forward to welcoming MPs, Ministers, and the Prime Minister to their upcoming
conferences to continue dialogue, strengthen relationships, and advance shared priorities
for Northern Ontario.
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Media Contacts:
Dave Plourde, President, FONOM
705-335-1615 | fonom.info@gmail.com

Rick Dumas, President, NOMA
807-683-6662 | admin@noma.on.ca



